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REVIEWS. 


cases with endo- or pericarditis, hydrotherapy with chloral and bromides 
for chorea insaniens, and the induction of premature labor in severe cases 
occurring during pregnancy, are the other measures recommended. 

The portion of the volume devoted to “ choreiform affections” is of 
great^interest. The division adopted is: (1) simple tic, (2) tic with im¬ 
perative ideas, etc., (3) complex, co-ordinated forms of tic, (4) cases of 
noisy spasm of the respiratory muscles. The introduction of numerous 
personally observed cases typifying the different varieties adds much to 
the value of the description of them. 

In the last chapter chronic progressive chorea is dealt with. The 
history of the literature of the affection is first given, and a valuable 
bibliography is introduced. In the section upon its symptomatology 
the author relates the history of two families so afflicted that have come 
under his own observation, with the records of the autopsy performed by 
himself upon one of the cases. The name “ chronic progressive chorea ” 
rather than “ hereditary chorea” is preferred from the fact that isolated 
cases of precisely similar nature have occurred in families free from other 
examples of the disease. The results of autopsies made up to date are 
given, but nothing very definite is asserted as to the significance of the 
lesions found or as to the pathogenesis of the disease. 

An appendix is furnished giving an analysis of 73 fatal cases of chorea 
minor. Of these, 65 presented either recent endocarditis or the lesions 
of a former inflammation of the endocardium. Of the eight cases in 
which the endocardium nas reported as normal, two had pericarditis; 
while in several of those in which endocarditis was present there were 
associated lesions of other membranes or organs. 

The work is one that will be read with interest and profit by both 
neurologist and general practitioner. F. A. P. 


Practical Lectures in Dermatology. By Condict W. Cutler, M.S., 
M.D., Professor of Dermatology, University of Vermont; Physician-in- 
chief and Dermatologist to the New York Dispensary, etc. Pp. 233. New 
York: G. P. Putnam’s Sons, 1894. 

The author having been requested by the students in the Medical 
Department of the University of Vermont to publish his Lectures on 
Diseases of the Skin, delivered to them during 1892-93, offers this as 
his excuse for the creation of another work on dermatology. The lec¬ 
tures were prepared from stenographic notes, the author states in the 
preface, and represent with substantial accuracy the lectures as they 
were delivered to the students. 

They are practical, and are written in a somewhat colloquial style; 
only the commoner diseases of the skin are discussed, those which every 
physician should be able to diagnose and treat. From this introduction 
the general scope of the work will be apparent. The views expressed 
are in the main in accordance with those of the prominent teachers in 
this country. We are of the opinion that the book will prove of more 
interest to the student than to the practitioner. The concluding chapter 
comprises Dr. G. I. Jackson’s “Dermatological Dont’s,” whch have 
been published elsewhere. L. A. D. 
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The Treatment ok Syphilis. 

Dr. Vallert makes use of a 1 per cent, solution of mercury succiuimide 
and cocaine muriate in distilled water. The amount of the drug contained 
in each injection is one-sixth of a grain. It is claimed that this form of 
mercury is generally well borne, with the addition of cocaine is not painful, 
and extended use has shown its superiority over other preparations of mer¬ 
cury when used hypodermatically .—Therapeutische MonaishejU, 1894, Heft 
11, S. 542. 

Dr. Ch. Maukiac does not believe that the iodide is an indispensable 
complement to mercurial medication, but that it is acceptable in case the 
patient shows a tendency to tertiary manifestation; still it is far from being 
an axiom. It is necessary to avoid establishing a tolerance, consequently it 
should not be continuously administered, but for periods of from four to five 
weeks, with intervals of rest of varying duration. The iodides should be given 
sometimes in early syphilis when it is ulcerative, and at the commencement 
of the secondary manifestations when there is an explosion of several acci¬ 
dents. In precocious tertiary accidents it is the remedy of excellence, and 
should be given in large doses. The duration of the treatment of syphilis in 
the majority of cases should be three years. For mercurials sublimate and 
the yellow iodide given alternately are preferred .—Journal ties Pracliciens, 
1894, 2d Semestre, No. 3G, p. 436. 

Experimental Researches in Anesthesia. 

M. L. Guinard shows from experiments upon dogs and guinea-pigs that 
it is dangerous to place under general anesthesia subjects who have grave 
visceral lesions, who are markedly depressed, and more or less in a state of 
collapse. In anesthetized patients every irritation of the intestine can be 
dangerous, and may reflexly cause arrest of the respiration. In grave 
abdominal lesions anesthesia is dangerous, no matter what agent is employed, 



